Notes for Benjamin discussion

What does the word, dialectic, mean?

In classical philosophy, dialectic (Greek: διαλεκτική) is controversy, Viz., the exchange of arguments and counter-arguments respectively advocating propositions (theses) and counter-propositions (antitheses). The outcome of the exercise might not simply be the refutation of one of the relevant points of view, but a synthesis or combination of the opposing assertions, or at least a qualitative transformation in the direction of the dialogue.[1][2] In the Middle Ages it was one of the three original liberal arts collectively known as the trivium (the other members are rhetoric and grammar).[3][4][5][6] In ancient and medieval times, both rhetoric and dialectic were understood to aim at being persuasive (through dialogue).[7][8][6] The aim of the dialectical method, often known as dialectic or dialectics, is to try to resolve the disagreement through rational discussion.[9][10], and ultimately, the search for truth. One way to proceed — the Socratic method — is to show that a given hypothesis (with other admissions) leads to a contradiction; thus, forcing the withdrawal of the hypothesis as a candidate for truth (see also reductio ad absurdum). Another way of trying to resolve a disagreement is by denying some presupposition of both the contending thesis and antithesis; thereby moving to a third (syn)thesis or "sublation". However, the rejection of the participant's presuppositions can be resisted, which might generate a second order controversy.
Section 2 Paragraph One

Make sure everybody understands what is going on in this paragraph. The life or lives of a work of art—the work could have mean something totally different back in the day when it was made than what it means now and that that is okay and that pieces of art change over time. Show Gonzales Torres candy pieces.

What do you think is meant by the idea of authenticity? What kinds of art do you see as authentic? What is not authentic?

What kinds of thoughts or feelings do we have when we look at “old” technology? Think about old video games or computer generated images.

How does being digital allow us to “escape natural vision”?

Look at an allegorical painting

Allegory in painting

While the painting's precise meaning remains a mystery, Dosso's message seems to be that prosperity in life is transitory and dependent on luck. The nude woman represents Fortune, or Lady Luck. She holds a cornucopia, flaunting the bounty that she could bring, but sits on a bubble because her favors are often fleeting. The billowing drapery is a reminder that she is changeable like the wind. Her single shoe symbolizes her ability to bring not only fortune but also misfortune. The man on the left personifies chance. He looks over at Fortune and holds up a stack of lottery tickets, which he is about to place inside a golden urn, a timely reference to the civic lotteries that had just become popular in Italy. The tickets may also refer to the painting's probable patron, Isabella d'Este, Marchioness of Mantua. One of her emblems was a bundle of lots, denoting her personal experience with fluctuating fortune.

Talk about the idea of reactivation of the reproduction in the hands of the viewer. Ask about what works of art that they own reproductions of and why they chose that reproduction. Maybe talk about Andy Warhol and Soup Cans. Or artists who use other artist work as a basis for their work. Mention Brody Condon.

Section 3

How does the mode of human sense perception change with history?  How are our perception of history changed by the way we perceive things vis a vis technology?

Talk about the idea of an aura.

Read lst part of second paragraph on Page 5. Talk about how the idea of reproduction changes what we think about the idea of something being unique and the kinds of value given to it. Think of a hand made object that you think is special. Think about the reproduction of a piece of art that you own.

Section 4

What is the difference between an object that is deemed ritualistic and another that is deemed as secular? 

Read out loud last paragraph in Section 4. Pay particular attention to the idea of something as political?

If something is no longer ritualistic and emancipated from its physical context, what implications does this have for digital work?

What do you think about the idea of magic in art? Can art still be magical? Can digital work be magical?

Section 6

The idea of remembrance.

Mention pinhole cameras and how this is one of the ways they were originally used.

What is the difference between a caption and a title?

Caption give something a time and a context.

Section 7

The question of whether digital is art and that the ideas about the history of photography parallel this.

Think about the idea of adding the element of time to a piece of art and what happens when we have to take  in a sequence or an activity rather than a sole image. Think about this in terms of your first project.

Section 8

Have many of you have seen a play or a musical?

What is Benjamin’s description of the anatomy of a film?

What is the implication of the audience being at the perspective of the camera as opposed to a live actor?

How does the format of film or video create the idea of celebrity? Think about the role of actors in public life in great Britain as opposed to hear.

The idea of fragmentation  to make a believable whole

Section 10

The phenomenon of the letter to the editor transformed by the idea of the blog blurring the distonction between author and character. Murphy Brown, Utube

Section 11

Read top of page 13. How does this mimic what we do in the lab or with the computer?

The idea of the surgeon and the magician—can we be both?

Section 12

Does reproduction + entertainment?

Talk about a movie or film that they have found challenging as opposed to entertaining.

How many people have been to an art museum?

What is the difference between going with a group of people to a movie or looking at a painting with a group of people? Think field trip.

Section 13

Slips of the tongue and the instant replay.

Television bloopers, sports events

What does the ability to have instant replay do to a situation?

Analyzing behaviors versus analyzing and image,

Ask students to think about movies that made them view the familiar as different.

Magnification gives way to analysis.

Section 14

Dada Images

Think about max Ernst, meryl oppenheimer

What does the first statement of this section mean to you?

Art in part attempts to show or demonstrate what we could see if the technology existed. Integrate the idea of commerce as a restriction.

The need to be outrageous to make people think. Ask people for examples of this.

Think about the process of editing video and looking at individual images and then looking at a moving series of images.

We are shocked by the experience of images rather than by thinking about the images.

Section 15

Does form determine the content?

New Technologies come and go—the context for the content is important. Why am I using a digital tool? What does this say about the content of my piece? Even if a medium is revived, the work made from it is lodged in the present. 

What is your job as an artist?

Read the paragraph about distraction and discuss.

Epilogue

Talk a little bit about Nazi art and architecture and other political social monuments. What does the architecture or manipulation of space say about what is politically happening at a time. Think about the vernacular architecture of Florida.

Talk about Benjamins ideas about war. Does a war move things along

