PROJECT ONE

Relating the apparatus to the content of the work

CONCEPTUAL OBJECTIVE

In this project you and a partner/s will create an apparatus for recording an image or make a mark.  Then you will use this apparatus to create a piece. The piece and the apparatus must be related in terms of content. For instance if you make a periscope type lens to attach to a digital camera, then what you photograph must be related to the idea of a periscope and what periscopes do—look around corners, look above water etc.

TECHNICAL OBJECTIVES

· Create and use a device or apparatus for image manipulation and generation.

· Experiment and make work using your device

FORMAT

The format of this project will be whatever your device does. It may be a set of digital prints or a images on screen or even a video. You may want to document a person using the apparatus as well as the work itself or even documentation of the work if the device capture a performance.

IMAGE COLLECTION

This project involves both making a device that works and experimenting with the device so that you become facile enough with its operation to make something worthwhile.

Think about or ask yourself the following as preparation or during this process:

· What is the effect of or feelings that result from the quality of images that created by the apparatus?

· Does the device make images in one way or are there different sets of parameters that you can control when you make this device?

· What happens to my images when I change the setting of the apparatus?

· How does this particular process of creating images relate to the apparatus?

· Experiment, experiment, experiment. 

PROCESS

· You should record (on the blog) what you did so that you can duplicate it again if you need to, BUT in the final project the effect of what you made and how it works with the rest of the piece is paramount. Cooking is an analogous way of thinking about this. The recipe is very important because it helps you to make the cake and if the cake turns out to be tasty you will want to duplicate the result, but ultimately you want your guest or friends to enjoy and remember the taste of your cake. It does not matter so much on the specifics of the recipe.

INTEGRATION—PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER 

After you have collected all of your images, LOOK at them. Play around with them. Do they follow a sequence? Look each set of images separately. Look at them mixed up together. You may want to print them out and lay them out on the floor before you organize them digitally. You may even want to print more than one copy of an image as part of this process. Sometime first touching and physically manipulating images even if you intend to present them on screen can be very helpful in organizing your thoughts.

What is the function of the apparatus in terms of mark making? What does your machine do? How do you think the viewers/participants will relate to the apparatus? The markings made by the apparatus?

Does the apparatus behave in a way that is related to possible content with respect to the marks or images that it makes? Sometimes the connections between the materiality of the medium and the final product seem really clear, but confounds the viewer. Put yourself in the place of someone who has never seen the work or knows the backstory.  Does it still “work”?

Lastly and this is part of why we are in school, show and discuss you ideas with one another. This is what we do during critique.

PERCENTAGES

This project is work 20% of your final grade. Even though at first this does not sound like a lot, small percentages add up.

13% of the grade of the project is the final product that you bring to the critique.

Your piece needs to be finished and well crafted. You come to the critique with a data DVD with both your final and process files that is ready to be turned in to me. You need to be prepared to discuss your conceptual ideas and your process with the class. Ultimately you are in charge of your critique. After finding out how the class reacts to what you have done, you can and should ask questions that will help you to make your piece better.

7% of the grade is your process. 

Much of this part is demonstrated in your use of the blog as a sketchbook. You regularly recorded your ideas and process as you made the piece (not after). You showed me the research (reflective writing and image collection) you did on your conceptual idea as well as the techniques that you employed to make the piece. You responded thoughtfully to the feedback you were given by your peers and myself. With respect to the blog, you can upload images, write text and include links to resources that you used while making this piece.

GOOD LUCK. I AM LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING WHAT YOU ALL COME UP WITH.

