Fun with Channels, Masks, and Selection Part 1

Please explain in your own words what is meant by additive color.  What color mode is associated with additive color?

What is the benefit of keeping your RGB channels in gray scale as opposed to viewing them in their respective colors? Another way of putting this question is what quality of color can you see in grayscale that you cannot see in colored RGB?

What channels are contained in a 32-bit image?

What is the differentiation between alpha channels and masks?

In an alpha channel what is the role of black? What is the role of white?

What is the difference in a selection if the contiguous option is turned on or off?

What are the 3 ways to save a selection as an alpha channel?

What two file formats typically support alpha channels?

What type of compression is LZW? Which is a better compression option none or LZW and why?

What are three ways to load an alpha channel?

Use the following image, http://hdcnet.com/image/about.jpg, or use an image part of an image from you pop-up project. Make a selection using the wand tool. Create an alpha channel from that selection and try out the blur effect and overlay effect from the Putting a Mask Into Play part of the channel/mask tutorial. Save the before and after images in a folder on your desktop so that you can give them to me later.

How do you view an alpha mask and the image at the same time?

What is the keyboard shortcut while you are in the Channel palette to switch between black and white while you are adjusting you mask?

What does shift clicking do while you are painting using the brush tool?

What does clicking on the bracket key do while you are using your brush tool?

Please take a piece of text and visually weave it through the branches of a tree/root (http://www.boothcentre.org.uk/work/activities/photography/irk-valley-photography-archive/winter/more-photos-page-5/hand.jpg) or use an image part of an image from you pop-up project using the methods described in the “How Masks Work” section of the Masks and Channels Unit on Lynda.com.  Please document the process of before, during, and after images and place on folder on the desktop.

Selection Stuff

Describe how you can change the mode of the lasso from polygon to regular WHILE you are making a selection with that tool?

What is the difference between moving a selection with the move tool and moving a selection with the move tool?

What is one of the ways you can make a floating selection?

How do you move a floating selection to its own layer?

Please describe anti-aliasing in Photoshop both in pictures and words. How does an edge become anti-aliased?

What is the difference between feathering and anti-aliasing? 

Please explain how a Gaussian blur works?

What is tolerance?

When the magic wand tool selects a range of  “color” determined by the tolerance, what is actually happening in term of the colors selected in each channel?

What happens when contiguous is turned off?

What does sample all layers do when using the magic wand tool?

What are the three methods of dragging and dropping?

http://www.jimstonefreelance.com/flower_19.jpg
http://www.steve-nelson.co.uk/sunset.JPG
Please composite the flower and the sunset using the wand tool as your selection option. Work on getting the color and light of the flower to be believable in terms of the background. To do this use the both the layer styles, blending modes, and clipping layers specified in the “Perfecting your composition” Section of the Selection Unit in Lynda.com’s Channels and Masks. Please document each step both visually and with text.

What the purpose of the width option in the magnetic lasso tool option? Edge control? Frequency?

What do you do if the wand tool lays down an incorrect point?

Using wand, lasso, and marquee as well as the keyboard options to add and subtract and intersect selections, change veggies to the following using adjustments, layer styles and blending modes:  the green peppers to yellow peppers, the ranch dip to French, and the orange carrots to gourmet yellow carrots. Please document your work visually and textually.

http://fkcater.com/Vegi_Tray_Pricing2004.jpg
Please make a selection and save as an alpha channel using the four circles for each corner, the addition, subtraction, and intersection tools. Then tweak the edges of the mask that may not be straight. Please visually and textually document your work step by step. 

https://id293.securedata.net/kidsplates.com/merchantmanager/images/uploads/Baby%20Blue%20TV%20Tray%20copy.jpg
Change the color of the iris of the eye to yellow. Use the only the elliptical marquee tool and the transform selection tool to accomplish this. Document your process.

http://buytaert.net/cache/images-miscellaneous-2006-eye-500x500.jpg
